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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 5                                  EUROPEAN STUDIES                   TIME: 1h 45min 

Name: _____________________________________                                Class: _______________

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to attempt 
BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part.

PART I                                                                                                                     (Total: 51 marks)

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 
sections.

Section 1 − Power and People

1. Poverty is a big problem facing millions of people worldwide today.  Poverty, which leads to 
many other problems, motivated members of the United Nations to take action.  The 
Millennium Development Goals were established in order to measure progress that is being 
made in order to eradicate extreme poverty.

(1.1) One of the goals mentioned in the list is to achieve universal primary education.  How can this 
goal help to reduce extreme poverty?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (6 marks)

(1.2) What do you understand by poverty line?  How is the poverty line of a country determined?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (4 marks)
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(1.3) In what ways can simple everyday measures, such as buying a fair-trade chocolate bar or 
coffee, make a difference in the lives of people who are below the poverty line?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)

(1.4) What effect does an ageing population have on the Welfare State in Europe?  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (3 marks)

(1.5) Which categories of people qualify for social benefits provided for by the Welfare State?

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________  (2 marks)

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe

1. Globalisation is a process of increasing interdependence and interaction among people, 
companies and governments of different nations, driven by international trade and made 
possible by innovations in information technology.  It has effects on the environment, culture, 
political systems, economic development and prosperity, and on human physical well-being 
in societies around the world.  

(1.1) Name and discuss ONE positive and ONE negative effect that globalisation has on culture.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________  (6 marks)
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(1.2) What important consequences does globalisation have for the functioning of the EU 
economy?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________  (7 marks)

(1.3) Is the process of globalisation one that a country can opt to stay away from? 

________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

(1.4) Globalisation has resulted in many companies setting up or buying offices and factories all 
over the world.  How do these transnational companies contribute to the economy of the 
countries in which they operate?  Give TWO examples of such companies.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________  (3 marks)
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Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities

1. The unemployment rate is an important economic indicator that helps people understand 
how healthy or strong the economy of a particular country is.  

(1.1) What do you understand by unemployment rate and how is it calculated? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)

(1.2) What measures can European countries take to solve the problems caused by unemployment?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (8 marks)

(1.3) EU leaders regard employment as one of Europe’s main political priorities.  With respect to 
work-life balance, an emphasis has been made upon raising the employment opportunities for 
women.  Discuss.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (7 marks)
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Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment

1. Tourism is one of the world’s fastest growing industries and is a major source of income for 
many countries.  Being a people-oriented industry, it also provides many jobs which have 
helped revitalise local economies.  Like all forms of development, tourism can have both 
positive and negative impacts.

(1.1) Discuss the negative effects of tourism on the environment.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________  (5 marks)

(1.2) Learning about the impacts of tourism on the environment has led many people to seek more 
responsible holidays. Discuss.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (6 marks)

(1.3) Mention THREE ways in which tourists can be responsible travellers.

i. ___________________________________________________________

ii. ___________________________________________________________

iii. ___________________________________________________________                 (3 marks)

(1.4) When practiced without care, farming presents a great threat to species and ecosystems.  
Mention THREE negative environmental impacts brought about by unsustainable farming 
practices.

i. ___________________________________________________________

ii. ___________________________________________________________

iii. ___________________________________________________________                 (3 marks)
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Section 5 − Cultural Heritage

1. During the Middle Ages, the Islamic World had a very significant impact upon Europe.  
Islamic contributions to Medieval Europe  were numerous, affecting such varied areas as art, 
architecture, medicine, agriculture, music, language, education, law and technology.

(1.1) Discuss the Islamic influence on Europeans with reference to medicine.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (6 marks)

(1.2) Discuss the Islamic influence on Europeans with reference to literature.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (6 marks)

2. Liberalism is a political philosophy founded on the ideas of liberty and equality.  Discuss.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (5 marks)
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PART II                                                                                                                   (Total: 34 marks)
 
Answer any TWO questions in essay form. 

Section 1 − Power and People

Founded in 1949 by 10 states, the Council of Europe is an international organisation which has its 
headquarters in Strasbourg, France.  Today this organisation has 47 member states, representing 
over 800 million people.

i. What are the main objectives of the Council of Europe?                                            (10 marks)

ii. Although they are products of the same idea and have the same founding fathers, the Council 
of Europe and the European Union are two different organisations.  Discuss.             (7 marks)

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe

The EU imports around 40% of its oil from the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries.  
Describe the workings of this organisation.

 (17 marks)

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities

Being out of work for six months or more is associated with lower well-being among the long-term 
unemployed, their families and their communities.  Discuss the detrimental effects of 
unemployment on society and on the economy of a country.  

(17 marks)

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment

There is an overwhelming amount of scientific evidence on the positive effects of sports and 
physical exercise as part of a healthy lifestyle.  Discuss.              

(17 marks)

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage

The creation of American culture has travelled across the globe and has virtually left few countries 
untouched.  Discuss with reference to North American influences on Contemporary Europe.

            (17 marks)


